(Cunningham, Winfield S. 1,
Narrative of Captain W,S.
Cunninghom, U,S. Navy relstive to
events on Wake Island in December,
1941 and subsequent related events,




l:s On November 15, 1941, Captain (then Commander) Cunningham received
orders to proceed to Wake Island from Pearl Harbor, and to take charge
of "all naval activitiesn on Wake Island. (Appendix "AM, cépy of
orders,)

2. On Nevember 28, 1941, Commander Cunningham arrived at Vlake Island
and found the following naval activitics there based¢-

a8, A detachment of the First Marine Defense Battalion, consisting
of fifteen officers and three hundred seventy three enlisted men, com-
manded by Majer J, P. S. Devereux, U, S. Marine Corps,

be Two submarines, temporarily'assigned, operating in the waters
around Wake,

Ce A detachment of four officers and thirty enlisted men from
Patrol Wing Two, under the command of Commander C, Keene, U. S, Navy,

d. A group of naval personnel consisting of seven officers and

thirty enlisted men, assigned as support for the detachment of marines
and as pre-commissioning personnel for the prospective naval air statioen,

€s A group of approximately one thousand two hundred civilian
construction workers under the general superintendent, ir, Nathan D,
Teters,

f. On December Ly 1941, Marine Fighting Plane Squadron 21T, ‘a
squadron of twelve planes, with eleven officers and forty-nine en-
listed men, commanded by Major P, 4. Putnam, U, §. Marine corps, was
flown ashore at liake from the carrier Enterprise, and reported to
Commander Cunningham for duty. Some of the personnel had arrived
at Wake November 28, 1941 aboard the USS Wright,

3¢ 411 these naval activities were without Qualification, fully sub-
Jeet to the authority of Commander Cunningham; the subordinate com—
manders enjoyed no independence of autiority or action whatever, No
other situation could legally exist, and throughout the defense of

in fact as well as in law, the Tsland Comnander in every scnse of the
word, or whether he exerciscd the authority natural to and flowing
from his assigmment as officer "in charge of all naval activities at
Y]ake . n
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L. On December 8; 1941 (Wake time) when news of the attack upon Pearl
Harbor reached Wake, Commander Cunningham ordered all military personnel
to their battle stations. Such an order could not emanate from any other
source, since he was the only personality vested with the necessary
authority., No subordinate commander could legally issue orders to any
activity other than his own,

5. Commander Cunningham at all times retained complctely the authority
vested in him. He delegated none of his poiers at any tims. The only
powers which were or could bz exerciscd by subordinate commandsrs were
in routine matters concerning their own units, suych as is customary and
traditional, This does not imply that he was not receptive to sugges-
tions and advice from others; many such suggestions were reccived by him,
and many of them adopted, from whatever source,

6. Operations of the Fighting Plane &r.uadron were throughout the dura—
tion of such operations controllcd directly by the Island Commander, who
was an aviator with nearly seventeen years continuous naval aviation
expericnce,

7. On the sarly morning of December 11, 1941 (a moonlit night), surface
ships were obscrved by lookouts to be approaching the island. This in—
formation was rclayed to the Island Commznder by Major Devereux together
with a request to illuminste with searchlights. The ships commenced
firing on the island and drew closer. \.hén they were reported close in,
Commander Cunningham gave ths order to opsn firc. As a result of cffec—
tive fire from short range, combined with air attacks from four planes
still in commission, two cnemy ships were sunk.,

8. Early on December 23, 1941, cnemy forccs were again rceported closc
to the island, in landing boats. This time the night was dark, and in

a short time the Japanesec had succceded in putting ashore a largc number
of well trained special naval landing personncl. The Islend Commender
had becn advised by the Commander in Chicf that no friendly vessels were
in the vicinity, and had bcen ordered to keéep the Commender in Chicf ad-
vised as to the progress of the cngagoment. Reports from various points
on the atoll began to indicate that the situstion of the defenders was
serious. It was then that Commander Cunningham sent = dispatch stating
that "The issue is in doubt." It is to bc noted that no dispztches’
other than routine, could be rcleased, and nonc were, except by Commander

Cunningham,



9. At about 6:00 a.m., the Island Commander received a telephone call
from Major Devereux. In this report he stated the case of the defend—
ers in the darkest terms, and concluded with the opinion that they

could not ‘hold out much longer. He was questioned by Commander Cunning—
ham as to whether in his opinion surrender was justified in order to

save further and useless loss of life. He replied only, "The decision
is yours to make." Commander Cunning . then told Major Devereux that
he authorized surrender of the island, if he felt that it could no’ longer
hold o§t. (See appendix "B", paragraphs 5 and 6 of statemcnt of Captain
Keene,

10. No action was taken by Commander Cunningham to effect the surrender,
as he still entertained hopss that the island would survive the attack.
Some time after the conversation as above, Major Devercux called again.
He reiterated that the situation of the defenders was direc in the ox~
treme, that his own position occupicd by a considerable portion of the
ground troops was being hardprcssed, and that he could not hold out

much longer. Hc then asked Commander Cunni..gham whether he had contact—
¢d the Japancse by radio. He was answered in the ncgative. 4As it was
then full daylight, the indication to the Jzponcse of thc decision to
surrcnder was madc by displaying white shects.

11, After capturc, about onc thousand two hundred of the militery and
civilian personncl werc taken to Sheanghai, and confincd in a camp, On
March 11, 1942, Commander Cunningham and four other ¢scaped from this
camp., They werc recaptured the next day and after a lengthy investiga—
tion, followed by a court martial, were later confined in the Shanghai
Munieipol Jail, On October 6, 1944, Commander Cunningham along with
seven others, escaped from this jail. Cunningham and four others werc
recaptured the same night, investigated ond court martialcd again, and
for the remaining ten months of the war were confincd under rigorous
conditions in military prisons at Shanghai, Nanking and Peiping,

12.. Commander Cunningham returncd to the United States on September 7,
1945, He was promoted to Captain on Stptember 10, 1941. He found that
he had been awsrded a Navy Cross in a citation signed by Secretary Knox,
the citation reading, "For distinguished and héroic conduct in the line
of his profession in the defcnsc of Wake Island, 7-22 December, 1941,.M



13. Captain Cunninghem also discovercd, greatly to his astonishment,
thet as a result of 2 lorge volumc of publicity relczsed by the Marine
Corps, Major Devercux had been prescntcd to the public s the de facto
officer in command of the defense of "-ke, Captain Cunningham's posi-
tion in conncction with the defense - been almost wholly obscurcd,
This wes a development which no one on Wake, having knocwledge of the
actual situation there, would have dreamed of. It appecred further
that a moving picturs on Vake Island, prepared with Marine Corps tech—
nical advice, and relecascd under Navy auspiccs, had conveniently dis—
posed of the naval commendor by injury or decath, and had presented

the player taking the part of Major Devereux (called in the picturc
Major Molyneux, or somec such transparent pscudonym) as a person of
heroic stature who had conducted and led the defense singlchanded,

1,. When Major Duvereux was at the end of the war locoted in Japan
another barrage of publicity was releascd, usually describing him as
"The leader of the defense of Vake Island," "The heroic defender of
Wake," ctc. Cunningham contacted the Vice Chicf of Naval Opcrations,
Admiral R. S. Edwards, and Kcar idmiral H. B. M.llor, head of naval
public information. It wes put to thesc officers that the public was
being subjected to a continuing hoax as to who had commanded the
defense of Yakc, and that it wes time for the Navy Department to curb
this propensity on the part of thc Marine Corps, which appcarcd to
function independently in matters of publicity.

15. On or about September 25, 1545, Captain Cunninghom vas prescnt
in the group which met Colonel Devercux at thc Union Station on the
occasion of his first errival in Washington., When Devercux saw
Cunningham, hc drew him asidc and said in words to this effcct:
"Captain, I want you to know that I shall do everything in my powcr
to clear up the misconception which exists as to who wss in command
on Wake,"

16. The monograph "Dufense of lake" . page 10 contains the follow—
ing statemcnt: "One of Commander Cunningham's first actions, logi-
cally, had been to dircet M.-jor D=vereux, as senior Marinc officer
present, to undertake coordination of 21l military activitics of the
defense battalion dectachment and ViF-211, and this arrangcment was

to remain in force throughout the defense of Wzke." No such action
was taken by Commander Cunningham. The only coordination ordered was



for the Defense Battalion to assist the squadron in giving it logistic
support. On page 23, last paragraph, it is rcpresented that Hajor
Devereux exercised control over thc opcrations of the squadron, No
such authority was cvoer delegated to him. The absurdity of Commander
Cunninghan's turning over control of flight operations to 2 non-aviator
must be patent. Of course, it is possible that Major Devercux might
have madc suggcstions regarding the launching of flights, but, if so,
they had no forcc or effcet as orders.

17. The ropulsc of thec Japancsc attompt to land on the morning of
Ygcember 11, 1941, was the most creditablc to the defenders of any
performance throughout thc defense. Credit for the handling of this
action has been given to Devercux by Iarinc Corps publicity, and has
bcen assumed by Decvercux in his writings. That such ercdit hes been
falscly accorded and assumed will bc scen by reference to Appendix
nC", reports of Major (then Gunner) John Hamas, who supports in full
the statements made in paragraph 7 above. These statcments are also
substantiated by Captain (then Licutc: nt Commander) 2. B. Greey, (CZC),
U. S. Navy, (See Appendix "D'".) Coloncl Devercux's vcrsion of the
action of Deccmber 11, is sct out in Appendix "E", and was offcred in
contradiction of Cunningham's official report, The reader is invitcd
to comparc it with the statements of lfajor Hamas, his own talker at
the time, and of Captain Grocy. Footnotc 21 on page 23 of the mono-
graph "Defcnse of Wake!" conteins the statement that "all portinent
documents support Colonel Deveroux." Vhen questionecd as to what thcse
"pertinent documcnts!" were, the Marinc Corps' historical scction pro-
duced only Dcverecux's own unsupported statcments, plus other so-ccollcd
ndocumcnts" which were mcaningless as cvidenco, yct the historians
werc able to print in an official documcnt that Cunniingham was unrc—
liablc as a sourcc for their history, It would have required little
effort on their part to have obtained the facts, and to have avoided
the discredit which must be accordcd their production. Thoy prefer-
-red rather, on the solc bssis of Colencl Devercux!s asscrtions, to
discredit Captain Cunningham,

18, Vhether Cunningham, in thc opinion of one of the witnesscs best
qualified to judge, exercised actual command over the forces on Wake,
may be estimated by refercncc to appendix "F!", statcment of Captain
Keenc, dated May 14, 1948. Another witnecss, who, though a civilian,
was in a position, and qualificd by natural talents and former mili-
tary scrvice, to form an opinion, was lir, Nathan D. Teters, supcrin-
tondent of construction on Wake in December, 1941, His impression of
the identity of the officer in command may be gathcred by rcference
to appendix "G".



19, 4 presidential unit citation, copy of which may be found on

the back cover of the monograph '"Defensc of Wake," was awarded to
the Wake detachment of the First Decfense Battalion and Marine Fight-
ing Squadron 211. No rcference is madc in the citation to the con-
tributions of naval and civilian personnel to the defensc, and thesec
contributions were material, While the namcs of Majors Devercux and
Putnam are prominent in this citetion, the name of the officcr in
over all command, Commandsr Cunningham, was omittcd, This omission
has been called to thec attention of the Sccretary of the Navy. His
response was, that ths Scercetery was fully awarce thot Cunningham was
in command, but sincc Prosident Roosevelt, who had signed the citation,
was now dead, thc cication could not be withdrawn or corrccted.

20, The monograph '"Mofansc of Wake" was, like all foregoing publicity
prepared by the ki »iac Corps, and released in Deccmber, 1947.  This
publication clcoriy luplies that Devercux was, in all but name, the
functioning conmmander of the defensc of the island, Commender Cunning-
ham is referrcd to principelly to discredit his weracity in the rcport
made by him to thc Navy's historical section. (Sce footnotcs, peges
13 and 23.) This monogreph was prepired cnd rcleescd without any
reference whatcver to the offizer in chief command of the dcfense,

and contzins statumcenls which as¢ demonstr:bly incorrect. The fact
thet the officcer in chaig? command was ignorcd in the prepesrction of a
putatively hisbtcricel documcnt on the subject of a military action
must constitute a precedent in such matters, It would zppeer, fur-
ther, that in a case wherc the officer in command was being given

the trcecatment that Cunninghem receivec in this document, the require-
ments of fair play would cell for him to be given an opportunity to
make timely objcction to the sorry part assigned to him.

21, By this timc thc rcader may heve asked the question, "So what'!
or somcthing similar. It may be considercd of littlc importances that
Czptain Cunningham has suffered injurics to his pride, and to his
reputation as a naval officer and as a man, If it werc truc thet he
had bcen in fect the incffective, incompctent, 2ad irrssolute non-
entity depicted by Marine Corps propaganda, officiol or in newspapcor
publicity, he would have little room for complsint, But if he wes
otherwise, then there havc be.n scrious viol.tions of the prineiples
of decency, honesty, and fair play, Thesc violetions are of funda-
mcntal importance. In this casc we have the spectoele of 2 naval
officer of thirty-two ycars honorable service whosc rights have,
unlcss he is badly mistaken, bcen wantonly violated, and whosc cttempts
to secure redress met with indifference if not hostility,



22, From the beginning of the war to the end the wife of Captain
Cunningham cerricd on a valiant but losing campcign to have action
teken to cleer up the subjcct under discussion. Wwhile she mect with
many rcbuffs, she was encouraged by sevcral high ranking of ficers,
including thc Commander in Chicef, admirel King, to belicve that
those in authority would take timely action to acknowledge the

part taken by Commander Cunninghzm. (Scc appendix "H",) The record
shows thot these assurances heve not b:.n realized.

23. It is, thercfore, submitted that the rectification of the
history of thc defensc of Wake Island is a mattor of sufficicnt
importance to warrant thc intcrest of those to whom the subject is
referred, and it is carncstly and respoetfully rcquested thot they
ecxomine thc supportizg documcnts and refercnces furnished with this
narrativec,



NuaVY DEPARTMENT
BURE4U OF N.VIGATION

Refer to No, VW,SHINGTON, D.C.

Nav-31-1ZV 10618 Nov, 29 1941
From: The Chicf of the Burcau of Navigeation

To: Commander Winfield S. Cunninghem, U.S.N., U.S.S5. Vright
Via: Commanding Officcr

Subject: Orders of October 31, 1941, modificd.

1, Your orders of October 31, 1941, arc so far modificd th-t upon
detachment you will procced to Pe=rl H:rbor, T.H., and rcport to the
Commandant, Fourteenth Naval District, for tecmporery duty involving
flying as officcr in charge of 2ll naval activities on uakc Island.

2, When dirccted by the Commendont, Fourteonth Naval District, you
will regard yoursclf detached; will procecd and carry out the ro-—
maindsr of the zbove mentioned orders. :

3. The delay for o poriod of ten de; autlorized in thc above men—
tioned orders is hercby canceled,

L. Thesc orders constitutc your cssignment to duty in a part of the
aeronautic Or,_nizetion of the Navy and your cxisting Jetail to
duty involving flying continucs in cffect.

/s/ C. w. Nimitz

(Confirming despntch of =
Novembor 15, 1941,)

Copy to:
C.0., U.5.5. wright. Cdt., 1l4th Nav, Dist, Cdr.,, Patrol Wing 1.
Cdr. wircraft, Scouting Forcc. C.0., Nav..irSts., Johnston Island,

Bu, acro.

«~PPENDIX "."



File No. 43910 800 i Ave,
Coronado, Cel,

Uecambor 20, 1946

From: Captcin Campbcll Kcene, Y, 5. Navy

To: oecrctery of the Navy

via: Ceptein w, >, Cunninghem, U, 5, Navy
(Commander Waks ISL.ND)

Subj: asctivitics of TaS{ GROUP 9.2 (WaK3 B.SE DiT.CHuENT) at w.KB
ISL.ND, November 29 — Deecember 23 1941, report on,

ln T
Re =—m
3,
h-o s e

o« 4bout one hour after daylight on the morning of Dccember 23, 1941,
I picked up the telephone and found both Commander Cunningham and
llajor Deverecux on the wire. iiajor Devereux was ot this time reporting
thot he wes being hard pressed at his Commend Post by the Japancsc and
that he did not belicve he could hold out much longer. Commcnder
Cunningham told him, if hc did not fcel hc was able to continue fight-
ing, to surrcnder. . discussion then cnsuod #s to thc advisability

of surrendcring or continuing thc battle. During this discussion,
Major Devercux szid, "You know WILKES (ISL.ND) has fallen," Commander
Cunninghom answercd in ths affirmetive. Major Devercux then stated he
did not fcel he should make the decision to surrender, that thot
decision should be mrdc only by the Commanding Officer, Commander
Cunningham himsclf, aftcr a slight pausc, Commander Cunningham in—
formed Major Dovercux thot hec =zutherizcd surrcnder of the islsnd znd
for him to take thc neccessary steps to eoffect it. liajor Dovercux
enswercd that he wis not certein of his ability to conteet the Japa-
nese Commander and asksd Commander Cunninghem also to attempt to

mrke contect with the enemy, Commander Cunningham answered thst he
would sec what he could do,

6. Details of the surrcnder, which occurred subscquent to the asbove
conversation, are knovn to me only by hcsrsay and I feel thoy should
be reported on by those who have first hand knowledge of the cvents

as they occurred. I would like to point out th.t, although I had
heard reports of the fighting which he ' been going on during thc night
and knew the situztion was scrious, no uicugh of surrender had entered
my mind up to the¢ time I overhcard thc above mentioned conversation,
It is cbvious that there hod been prior conversations between the two
Commanders of which I had no knowledge.

/s/ Campbell Kecne

+PPENDIA "B"



08216-1 Vista, Calif.
MC-978308 i Bndes 8 Mar.,, 1948

From: John Hamas, Major, USMC., (Ret.)
Vista, California, (08216)
To: Captain W. S. Cunniingham, USN (5607L)
Via: (l§ Commandant, U. 5. Marine Corps
(2) Chief of Naval Air Technical Training Center,
Memphis 15, Tennessee

Subj: "The Defense of Wake."

1. Returned., Inviting attention to the inclosed copy of my report
dated 12 Oct,, 1945, Page #4 and 5, to Lt. Col, J. 2. S. Devereux,
¢/o Headquarters, U. S, Marine Corps, Washington, D. C.

2, According my recollections in regard to point "a" Par #1, it

was Captain Wesley M. Platt, C.0. Kuku point, wilkes Island who
requested permission to use searchlights as the enemy ships approach-
ed the island. I notified Major Dever x. The Major requested
Commander Cunningham's permission to iilwninate the enemy warships.
Commander Cunninghzm ordered not to use searchlights, or open fire
until further order.

Point "B" Par. #1 is clearly explained in my report.
It was I who notified ilajor Devereux, about Commander
Cunninghem!'s
order to "Upen Fire" and it was I who repeated th: order to Kuku,
Peacock and Toki Points.

3. In regard to Par,, #2 basic letter, it is furthor stated that

I did make a personal remzrk to Commander Cunningham on 1llth Deec,
1941 (Wake Island time) in the officer's mess canteen in Yamp One
that: "You told us to cut loose 2t them; and, boy did we cut loose
et the dirty sons of the bitches."

/s/ John Hamas

APPENDIX "C(1)"
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Excerpt from rcport of 2nd Lt. John Hamas (08216), USilC to
Lt Col, J. P. S. Devercux, USIIC, dated 12 O¢t,, 1945.

11 December

~arly after midnight, while on duty at the new Bn. Cp., Captaln
Platt reportcd ships on the horizon; notified dajor Devercux. ilajor
asked to notify Commender Cunninghem. Later the iajor, in company
with dajor Yotter, got out of thc "dugout" and with the aid of night
glasscs obscrved the ships on the horizon. Jap ship; opencd fire on
the islands of vake and VWilkes, Captein Platt informed us that
Licutenant udcilister reported range 4,600 yards from Kuku Point
closcst position of one of the Jap destroycrs. Licutenant Barninger
from Peacock Point also reportcd ships on the horizon. Major Devereux
ordered me to notify Commander Cunningham. Commander recciving the
message said: "What arc we waiting for, John? Open fire. Must be
Jap ships all right." "Open fire” repeoted to Kuku, Toki end Peacock
Points,

APPENDIX nC(2)"



From: Captain E. B. Greey, CEC, USN.
To: Historical Section, Division o. Puplic Information, Marine
Corps Headquerters, Vashington, D, C.
Via: (1) Chief of Navol Air Training,
(2) Ceptain V. S. Cunninghem, USN,
(3) Chicf of Neval iir Technical Training,
(4) Chicf of the Burcou of Porsonncl.

Subj: Monograph, "The Defensc of Wake Island" - Comments on,

(¢) Page 23 - footnotc 21,

Commender Cunningham's post-war report is corrceet. For the
first fow doys of hostilitics, Coumander Cunningham, Commander Keenc
and Licutenant Commonder Greey continucd to occupy cottage "C". On
the morning of 11 December 1941, about thrce hours beforc dawn, the
ficld tclephonc comneceted with the J-linc brought » ccll for Commander
Cunninghem. His portion of the conversation which was overhcard by
the undersigned wus in substance to withhold all firc until the ships
were closc to the islend. Upon completion of the czll, Commander
Cunninghom adviscd us theot ships, which undoubtcdly werc hostile,
had been sighted by the lookout in the tower. Hc dircected we alert
certain personncl znd immediately deperted for the communications
center which at thot date was locoted in the magazine used latcer for
the Island Command Post. Orders to Bettery Commanders would heve
been given by Major Devercux. '

/s/ E. B. Greey

APPENDIX "D"



PEZRTINENT DOCUMENTARY EXTRACTS FROM THE iinRIND CORPS »~RCHIVES hiGRDING
DEFENSE OF WnKE

1, The following documcnts (hercinafter rceferred to cs "references")
are considcred to be of historical pertinencc with regard to the point
in question:

a, 0inC HistSecDivPubInfo intcrview with Col James P. 5. Devercux,
UStiC, 12 Feb A47.

b. Ltr from Col Jamcs P. S. Devercux to CMC, 19 Moy 47.

c. Encl. (B) to ltr from LtCol Villiom Vi. Lewis, USMC, to DirPub
Info, HDMC, 28 Fcb L7,

d. Heport by 2d Lt. John Hamas, USMC, 12 Oct 45.

e, Report by Major Clarence s. Barninger, Jr., USMC, 8 Oct 45.

f. Zncl. (B) to ltr from LtCol Clarence a, Berninger, Yr., to
DirPubInfo, HGMC, 18 Fcb 47.

g. Encl. (&) to ltr from LtCol Vesicy M. Platt, USMC, to DirPub
Info, HMC, 10 Maxr 47.

2. From pages 1-2 of reforence (a), the following statemcnt is quoted:

",..he (Devereux) had not at any time requested permission to
illuminate or open fire at extreme renges, as Cunningham had stated in
his rcport, nor had Cunningham ever thus rcfused purmission. 'This wes
one of the few really smart things wc did in ths defense battalion,!
Colonel Devereux added, 'and we should certainly get credit for having
held our fire :nd let thom come in.'™"

3, Refcrence (b) commenting on your rcport, cmbodies the following
statement:

"In the last paragraph of psge 7 Captain Cunninghem stotcs thet I
requested permission from him to illuminate with scarchlights which
request he deniecd. He also states thet he gave the order to commence
firing by the shore battories. Neither one of these statcment is
corrcet. It wos not up to Captain Cunningham to conduct the ground
defecneces; I thercfore made no reference to him concerning this matter,v

L. Reference (c), which consists of a written rcply to qusstions pro-
pounded by the Historical Scetion to LtCol Lewts (who commended Battery
5, lst Defense Battalion, on Wake) contains the following statement on

Page iLe

"In the early morning of 11 December, Japanese surface craft were
sighted off the island., Mejor Deverer ordered oll batteries to hold
firo."

APPENDIN “E(1)"



5, Reference (d) is the report from Marine Gunner Hamss who was present
in the 1lst Defense Battolion commend post with Colonel Devereus through-
out the action of 1l December. Although the account is cxtremecly de—
tailed, and mokes reference to Commander Cunninghem in other conncctions,
it contains no description of any preliminery attempt by Coloncl Dever-—
cux to open firc or to illuminate prematurcly.

6. Reference (c), a roport by the officer who commended Battory -, 1st
Defense Battzlion (onc of the 5-inch bztterics whose fire was being
hcld by Mojor Deversux) contains thc following statement:

"All stations were manned, but, as the ships were well out, canou-
flage was kept in place. Out of the murk thc werships of the flcet
began shalling the island. They crept in, firing as they come. HMajor
Devercux ordercd that fire was to be held until he gave the word,"

7. Reference (h), in reply to cuestions propounded by the Historical
Seetion, contoins thce following statement:

Major Devercux, now Coloncl Devereux, stated that fire wes to be
held until hc gave the word."

8. Refercnce (g), a rcply by the officer who commanded the scarchlight
battecry (Battory G, lst Defonse Battalion) on Wake, to questions pro-
pounded by the Historicesl Scction, cont:ins the following statemcnt:

"On order of Coloncl Dévereux, no seerchlights were uscd,!

9, Examination of other documents reveals negetive informetion which
further tends to support Coloncl Devoreux's stotements. No mention of
any such transaction involving scorchlights or rcefusal by Commendsr
Cunningham to permit firing is madc in the report of Coloncl George He
Potter, USMC, who, as Colonel Devercux's executive of ficer, and command-
ing officer of the 5-inch scacoast group, wes present ct the lst Dofense
Battalion command post and scturlly excrcised fire-dircction of these
batteries throughout the action. It is furthor noted thet Commender
Cunninghezm's hcadquertcrs was rcported to hove been linked to the lst
Defensc Battelion comnand post by the (cemmon) J-line which also

reached practically cvery Mirine unit on Wake, includes in his report
any reference to o prem:-ture attempt to firc or to illumin~te the
Japanese ships by scarchlight, wherers several on the othor hand rcport
Colonel Devercux's insistcnce that fire be held until the proper timc.
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Uc S- NhVnL nIR STnTION
OLiTHE, KaNSAS
14 Moy 1948

Captain W. S. Cunningham
Naval 4ir Technical Training Cehter
Memphis 15, Tenncssce

Dear Winfield:

I have read the pamphlct, "The Defsnse of Wake," rclesscd by
ilarine Yorps Hcadquarters, and realize that the inference thot you
attained from reading it that actual command was exercised by Mejor
Devereux was in gencral correct. I, in reading the pamphlet, also
got the same impression.

rrom your letter of 12 Yecember, you request that I make some
statement to indicate th-t you exerciscd actual command at the island,
Inasmuch as + was very closely associated with you during the period
8 December to 23 December, I feel that * can make such a statement.
You certainly did cxercise actual command over the island as far as
I could see, In fact, I felt at the time that you were rather dic-
tatorial in your decisions, which, of coursc, was your right, in
that you did not call officers, like ilajor Doverceux, Major Putnam,
and mysclf, into confcrence, at lecast not as far as I know. I am
quite certain that nc one wanted to assumo your command perogatives
as commanding officer of the island during the periad of the Japanese
bombing, becausec I am surec that ncither Iajor Putnam, ilajor Deverecux,
nor mysclf envicd you your position as commanding officer, I remember
well that you wore advised by scveral officers to declere mertial law
end I believe that you were somewhat criticized for refusing to do so.
This fact alonc, in my mind, indiceted that you exercised actual com—
mand over the island,

That Major Devercux rccognized yon as Commandor of the island and,
apparcntly, me os second in commend, : -though you had not so appointcd
me, Wwes evident to me when, about 15 Decembir, he mode the suggestion
thet you and I separate physically because, os he expressed it, should
a bomb land on the magazinc which we were occupying, it would remove
the two most senior officers present on the island. This separation
was, 2s you rcmember, nccomplished a few days before the surrcnder
when I moved a few hundred yards away to Mr. Teter's dug-out,

Very sincerely,

/s/ Campbell Kecne
Campbell Kcene
Campbell Keenc
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Commanding Officer,
U. S. Naval .ir Statiocn
Olathe, Kansas.
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N. D. TETERS
Manila
Philippine Islands

July 27, 1948

Capt, W. S« Cunningham

Coinmanding Offlcer

Naval Air Technical Trcining Center
Memphig 15, Tenn,

Dear Spiv,
% % % % % %

Now, Spiv, as to Devereux, I am thoroughly in accord with your
vicw that Devercux and the Marincs have given you 2 bad time. De-
vereux wrote mc several times after I returncd homec. after rcading
a few of his statcments in the press and in the post, 4 decided I
did not care to continuc the correspondence., I would be happy to help
you in any wey that I con if you will air mail mc « copy of the iarine
publicztion, "Defense of Wake." I will scc what I con dc ond rcturn
it to you. &t the time of the actiun, December 1lth, I was not in
the communications dugout but in a small improvised dugout I usecd
before we built thc one thot Commender Kcene uscd with me, I have never
scen any lcgitimate grounds for Devercux getting such 2 hell of a
plcy. You wers in command, Keenc was ,our second, and I could ncver
sce where thet point wes open to argument. @s I recall it Devercux
never set in on the nightly staff mectings that we used to hold in
my house, and as a matter of fact, he complained to me raother bitterly
that you had not called him in to thesc meetings and zlso that you
had not reviewed all of the dispatches between Wakec and Pearl with
him. If you will advise me¢ on just what wey I con help you, I will
do my best. I do sincercly foel that you were trecated shabbily.

So please let me hear from you pronto and I will promisc you an
immediatc reoply.

G PR
Sinccrely,
/s/ Dan
Marsman & Company, Inc.

Wallsd City, HManila
Philippincs
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COMINCH FILE

FF1/P16 UNITED STATES FLEET
Headquarters of the Commander in Chicf
Serial: 511 NuVY DEP,RTMENT

Washington 25, D. C,
27 Jan 1945

My dear lrs; Cunningham:

I have your letter of 10 January concetning your husbahd, and
anm very sorry to heor thet you have beun msde the vidtim of basc—
less rumors and misinformation,

With regard to thc book "Battls Report — Pearl Harbor to Coral
Sea," although the authors had access to some official documents in
its proparation, the Navy Department was in no way rcsponsible for
its production nor for the accuracy of its statements, I wish to
assure you that Commander Cunningham's pert in the heroic defense
of Wake Island will be given full acknowledgment :nd ercdit when it
becomes possiblec to publish full official reports,

Pleasc accept my sumpsthy with you in the present trying ordeal
of uncertainty, and the carnest wish that onc day yecur husband will
be restored to you,

With bcst wishes, I am

Sincercly yours,
/s/ B. J. King
Mrs, W. S, Cunningham,

Ceder Park, RFD 2,
annapolis, Maryland,

»PPENDIX wH"



